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AL
A LEX and Nora lived on afarm in a
: w had inherited the -‘-'am'\lxl homestead from
his grandmother. Atine bottom of the hill
Cleov; the minnows vaimm'ms on the buhom
were ens'\hl visible, The boundary of the farm lay just ,
Stoex. A fence hetweenthe pasture and fha main field
Kept the cattle from e crops. To 4he west of Hhe hoose
by a fence as well. Alarce arden, well, and cellar hous ‘
were behind the houseS Hhouah a¥ew bomes had
= §= Lo 8"
the cuthouse in +his Instance. 4 du‘-h, «[-’é'j; roadm .
- )
mio the nearest toum ,several miles distant.
A fernce of hand cut Pic¥ets and a rustie arched g‘l“‘
ne Par+10ulo.v- aHenHoanS'wcn +o qucemdn" b\‘ -the ':* ‘
ge,nera+ions who planied them, drew anciend shyu b9
purple li\aes/ O-rose of shavon, bridal wrealh ® Parsia ‘
vellow rose and a scaHer'm& of cron&e daqh'lies +hat
A litle orechard A Short distance Lrom Yhe house
boasted Kiefer pears, damson plums, Hale Haven p eaches
Yyl
P:P pin , Q Hu.oot\es Crabapple and a.Sszfnbcrb-APPte ,f-.'
Porch reood to drj‘ +hen ‘3+run& on twine and hung In
e atfic along with green beans. Likea))farmfe i

. \\ liﬂ\eva.llewl in South west Virg\m'a.. He (a
behind the house ran a creek so cold and
beyond the creex which provided water for the live- ”
was a large barn and ofher out bui“ings, Surrounded A4
indoor Plumbing, A path beneath a %raFe’ ar beS e 1o
Served as a c‘rivewa\l which led +o 4he main read
defined the fron+t yarcl. On+the Inside perimeter
A
v
and perennials. Amang Ahese were fragrant white and
would continue tothrive lons ofier the house had aone.
and apples), awestfield Seex wo Furthe; Cox's Ne wtewn ¢4
were Cored and sliced, lald ocut on news papers an-the
+hey were mostly seif sulficient requiring el atems
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from the store. Cream, €33 and butfer, as well ~

as 8arden produce in season, and wild blacrxbe res i
wer e exchanged {or necessities such as sugar salt
Kerosene, efe, Soap was made of home, but

Srain w 0SS ne longer taxen todthe mill For meal

Bnd flowr.  Spinnmpy and weaving were labeoes of o

the past So woeel was sold b weishﬁ Nora
would Sometimes seleet colorfulfeed sacks for maxing
aprons  or if morethan one of the same pattérn
wowld be available adress.

Alex and Nera varely lef+ home, and when a
need Presen+ed itself, the liffle crossroads store
& short distance away usually Seryved the purpose.
However, Once n a while, usually on a Saturday
evcning, w eather permf'\h'n&, they' would mmarethe
longer fr"-p to dhe nearest Town , hetween Ple,ﬂ.",‘a
and Narvest: During +hose Limes, not a moment was
Spared from around the clock labor 1h addition
To 4he OPPOF{'LU\I'H to cateh wp on the news fromdihe
SpPArse number of distant \'\eigthrsl there Wwas The
promise of +he Summers Tree show.”" a movie
SPonSOred b1 local merchants. This enterta 'nment
Served as Gn incentive +o Keep cuskomersin toww
\Ongu-‘ and Perhaps buy more merchandise,
Children especially were eager +o spend “heir
pennies Gt the Candy counter. The main street was
roped off, amovie Screen Sed up inthe center,

ana for the nexd eouple of hours, allowing Forthe Jucan
inevitable film brcauage. and other Glitches, A weork

weary audience Seated on their apple crales angd e
queilrs lef+ hehtnd 4the daily +0il ond eternal batile %‘2&‘}

with +he elements. The show was, by des:‘an,usualh,
a ‘eliff han&er, in ‘.‘)\Lring A return dhe -F‘ollouh'n& weak
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for the next Shewins of A space adventure wiih
Buster Crabbe, or Richard Dix in afast movin
western with lots of &un play. G pretty Schoel marm
ang)l handseme hero. These as well as Church
on ‘Sunda\f. @ quilting hee, or an QCC.tzsfoml P;‘
Suppgr a4+ 1he Country school ComprtSOA the Socal
i fe of 4he qg.'\&g-i-hinlslpapuldei farm Commuﬂ*fﬂ,
Cx Cept Forthe one event of the year that nothind
shert of a death (n the PamﬂY, A Com pound fracture
or a qu.au»o.n'“ne. .cou.ld Keep one from Qﬂcnd{ng,
the rural equivalent of a firsi class broqu., % how.
The Toby Shoew Came +o town and sed upa +ent
on the Same vacant (of each Summer A Family
froupe of '(v-avclling vaudgq;l\fqnss'rob‘ and Susie
Hoverqliok, Hheir son Rolland, his wife, Pegdy. and
an exira or two Hhat diffevred from “ear to \jear
enter+amed in hamlets and vi|la alenyg their route.
Girls were enthralled with 4he tail handsome
(¢ abir Bowlegped ) Rolland,The Maglcian, Dressed
W his erimsen lined cape and +af> ha+, his
tricxs amozed the audience pcg%y,q pretty
slim blonde played 1he accordian and sang,
amor'e_ma’red b ydhe males in atfendance.

The “Meller Drammer” featured all four wiih an
extra villain, To by, in red wis and Clownmaxeup, and
bod4y frousers, and Susie in acolorful polkadot
ruffled dress and e{'r;pcé S‘l"oc.kfngs Por‘l’roycd muc h
the Same characters cach year, involved in a
familian I ot T‘O$Y would Solve the mxlsfemf withthe
discovery of +he Murde:\‘ weapsn. He would P‘(cx up
The pistol and declare The Chamber's emptry, the i
barrel's hot Thisisthe guﬂ That fired $he shof-l
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During indermission 4he ligrﬂ-s would tome on and one of
the p rformers would Announce “we will poss amony
you with boxes of delicivas taMy, cach box yaaranteed
To contain oo valuahb le PrTZQ ? \')ev’hops one ef esa
(ho\Aing wp o slr?n&o¢ ‘pearls’ or a %o(d colered
watch. The asKking price wOSQhQQrCuH\, ex changed
Por the Cracker Taex ype trinkeks hidden amidst Jow
Punis hing morsels , thelr value never questioned.

Rollahd would place a large masonite panel

on an easel, and proceed +o paint on uwpside down
\and 2 cape in bright peinary Colored enamels .
with @ fanfare, he wou ld Yarn it rfglﬂ ide wp, to
4he applause of 1he apin onloomers, A drawin
at 4he end of +he Show Qwarded this gaud\l wWeoerk
of art o 4he’luexy” Ficket Stub holder.

withhis marvelous deep voice. Rolland recited
Such epics as Casey at the I3a+,r)on8erou: Dan MQrew
and Fhe Face on the Bar Room Floer,

Sometimes as late as 10: M the Show ended.
The Weary public returned +o their horse drawn
vehicles or fam'.l\l jalop.es,wh:le Some Siacied the loné
walkK home.— The nect days chores began a%afn.

Bj Mornihé) +he ot showed few sl'gn‘- That Bny thing
out of the ord«'nan( had ‘+axen plac&. Qa che.qndj
wrappers, Trampled grass lef4 by benches and
wock shoes as well as ill fempered [ponies corralled
behind the +ent Lor +wenty $ive cent Kin rides
Ground +the enclesure.— This Bw adoon P}a.d Come
and %cno. for anecther \cmgJ year.
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-ﬁ'\e every Ja.\/ con-"ron‘l'n‘Hon with The elements
Consumed +he families of the land. They met-tae
doy 6+ Sunrise or hefore, depending on the tasx
A+ hand, and lahored lons into the night of lan#ng
and harvest Fime. Animals require aHan!'or\
€ach ymoernink and evem'n&. Te the bom_wwvy.dc\(s end
and vest w‘é’re el comed with the Sheer Safisfaction
of worx well done.

Llex and Nora. were both descendants of the
Hig\lanalers whe Setled +he mowntainous reg?on
Deyond the €astern colonies. These remarrable
individuals were encouraned to +axe on +he rugged
wilderness with 74s wild heaskhs, Pum’shing#erra.‘m and
Constant attacxs Gnal abductions of wamen @nd <hildrew
by Indians. The~/ met the challenge ad mirably. NVeor the
ancesiral home wWas a well fended cemetery
with tomb Stones markine the burials of generatio
feom ihose first 4o eross +the mounlafhs‘ hrough
the r’?evo(u.h'onarj, civil and Werld warl upto the |2 resth
day nineteen thirties,

Havin Qrown up th tis same neighborhood,
hoth q{-Jr'er\d’m the |MtHle one room Sc.hool'flqrooah
the eiyth Grode  then the h.'%h acheol in the
odjaining-tcwn,-rhe ™Married in the Countryehurd
whien had alwm.s ")een apart of their lives.
Avrexs parents had both died in+he flw epidemic
of 19017, He lived withhYs &rond pacents helpin
onthe farm until his Qrand fother died,then
assumed fullres pon-,.'bil:*Y ferem his Qvand mother
He was *wenty ene When They vnarri'ed, Nora
was hme&/ee:. fm @ m ﬁ
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) ora. and Alex had heenvmorried for
§ Ten years. They were devoted +o
one ancther, Gned had suffered a
reat [oss in years pash s—\ov'm%
finally accepted and reconciled wih fhe:,+m8.c
S#uakion, thay made the best of things and
moved on in life.

One po.r+\'Cu(0r Summer day +they returned
feom a +r79 40 +he Crossroads sdore, Seaﬁer'mg
poaltry as +hey drove wpto the Front gaie
on the dusty drive way Thelr border eollie, JToek
was p\o\;'mg in the vard with four half grown pups
miceror t'moges ot himsgelf. Their plexup had met
(¢} aunt NMama dop with ntppws drogglna-lhe %roun&
S she gped Oway. Fhe SCenaric was obvious.
Joek's oFispring had been unceremoniously delivered
40 him by an €xhaunsted mother. "Lve neverSeen
that before” exclaimed Alex.Nwell old fella, [oolts like
Jour Chicxens tome Nome to voost, s0toSpeah-
+had'll larn qa! "

He Toox 1he gunny Sdck Containing o hlock ofic
throush 1the house Yo the ice box onthe bhack Purch,
drippm all the way. “\/ou could hove &one Found the
hock way” shouted Nora. The regular (ce delivery
man woasnt due for o-couple of days, andthey were
almost ouf, inthe hot wealher Butter waswept aold
n a poﬁ‘&ry crock with a bail Ranging in the well,
but some i+ems netded he iee bor A'square sign
of card board was d\'splaycd in the front swindow
indicating the size bhloex needed 'n Cose nec one was
heme on ice day. The back door was [efl unlocxed

for the deliveryman. Town deliveries weve closely
followed PN harefoot Children. A+ every Stop . a bleew




reserved for just this purpose of +he baock of the
rueck, was struck with anice pitik and S mall chunxs
were handed fo the 8'.83““3 [i#le bcggars."
Followint Alex into the house, side ste ppiné-me

puddles on The way tothe Kichen Nora set her ,
basxet on the table and preoceeded t+o pud away the
§v‘oc¢r:¢s She had recieved jn $rode for her fresh

gs and heavy cream. I4 was quite \ate \n 1he
afier nocen ond Alex had @one to dothe evenin
Chores. Nora heoted +wo tron Skilleds on the old
CooWstove. Adding bacon greose, She fried siliced
potatoes with onions por chops, and Cived wit+ed
[eHuce with vincgcr, Sugar and Crisp bacon. The
mouth waterino aroma wmet Alex 05 he reacihed the
baek Setreendoor. The Sun weas stewl.( redr eating
hehind the fence vow, throwin C'lre.~( orcmaafm%crs of
li&'\i' H'\I’Oush the leafy branches, Supper was en joyed
by the li%h* of a Kerosene \qmp on @ harvest Fable
Coverved n ored and white cheewed ogil cloth .

Nera. cleared the ‘toble, washed ihe dishes fed
e SCraps Yo Jock and his Y\ewl\/ chuired [amtl\(‘
removed her apren a@nd huno it sn a heeow behimd
+he door. Then She Jo;v\ed A leg on the Porc.h SWin
As il on cue the Ko.hld'\és and whi?poer wiils be%an
their evengand  thelr chorus [astinpwell past .
bedtime, Stopping os abruptly ps it began.

TIlwas barely dark when a +ernfied ra.xbh'.{', clesey

ollowed by an equally terrified fox (overtaximgthe
obbit, hut poss(n$ it) Sped by 4ne house. other animak
Lotlowed. Nora stepped off the side of the porch 4o
See what nad Prighvrened fhem. The s%ampqdz come from
+he direction of the creex behind 4the barn. She saw

[Lokts Coming down +he mountain ocross the Creew and
-




heard sputfering and loud bon&'mg Reachin& ihe
bank it Ccrossed +the |ow water Dridoe wih i+s
horn b‘ar'mg non step, Striking fear tnte all in
His path. Coeming to rest inthe field Knoexing
down 3everal rows of Corn stalks, was an anevend
Ffruck ©Over Flowina with hill folks. Neracalled +o
Alex and +o eHN-"fhext Slowly approached the
+truck lood of dlcheveled Numanity, ,

“What can wedo fer \{o."hﬂlev inquired 1n +he
Vernacular of the resion. His guesiren was me+
with silence. A tall @nowlar scowling fellow in bib
Overalls with the side un astemed baringa w hite
‘H'\’i%h' Shirtless, wearin? a tatlered Lol¥ hat wifth
a droopind brim S hoesS without laces with skin
|eathered Dy +the SUn and Mmissin 'i'?.e.f'h,em(rged
from the truck. He wolked arocund Alex, s'\'uA\’(na
him from head to +oe, Soying not a word, he

lonced brief lya+ Nora, nodded cClimbed back
1h+o the +ruck and +urnink ik around, recrossed
the Creek, dnd disappeared, cou&hfn& ond [urch:ng
Lkp the SHOrp\\‘ visin ) TOCKR Y, W soded mhountain Side

Noro. ond Alex (coRed ot one ancther in di's belref
ond returned +to 4he house n ailence. I+ had heena
long doy, and they wWere Doth very tired os well
65 bewildered.

The nex*+ day be B,aNn like any other day, chores
inthe Mmorning @ hearisl breavfast, Alexin the
Mmachine Shed .repoirmg farm equi‘Jmen‘*‘. Nora
C.oowin%, C\'Qan:n%\ '\ron'mb, 30.rc\~cn'ln2), luneh, Supper
+hen Lutter <exhoustion. Tust bhefore darwthat evenl
+wo Cars envered the driveway. Mdora Steppel outside
aS two woamen crv\ergvc‘ fromthe firstcan
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With them was an exiremely thin pale shylvkle boy.
The younger woman in atfeo 'ﬂgh‘l’ hAlonse and guivr
with & cig areHe In one hand,foungl‘he child by the
Grm pushed him toward Nora.,
‘ Neither woman S poxe Por several maments. ﬂnalls‘
the older of #he two said YThey say Yec man'is the
oung uns p o MadJu‘ng foward {he youngar weman,
“ﬁhes. %cf herself a new man and he don't want
nethin to de with her Kid. She needs +o be marvied
off. weuns get too many mouths {o feed as 3—:‘3
So we pbrun Tée\, +o \/au'uns +o taxe Kirof.
T4 ye Know whats good fer ¥e, ye'll Keep yer mouTh
Shut and acid like he's yoar'n. Our men falks mean
bizness, Them whats crossed em has been Knowed
+o Plumb disappear_ ain't heer'd £from no yore.
The |itte boy began 4o cry and b acik away €rom
Nerec as the women returned o the Carr  Both
vehicles baexed down the drive and lef+ ina cloud
of dust MNora,dumbstrucx, stood for a moment fry.mz
tomaxe sense of this incident, and its connection 4o +he
previous encownter with 4he +ruewload of mountain foix.
She .P('cxcd Lup a batfered litile suitcase he Id-‘-ogtfherw;!‘h
a bi+of rope, 109K the dis#rauam it le fallow by the hand
@nd [edhimo the poreh. Openingthe Screendoor the
gntered the livin%room where Alex sat lis%em’né‘fo
Gahbriel ldearer on theradio with anewspaper on his lap,
Not |eowin “P‘ he agggé‘\whafwas all the Commeotion??
Noro-did not answer, but stepped aside, where upon the
ehild, 1mmedm¥¢\‘\rceasnh.m% Alen, ran-o h'(m,fhrowfné
his arms avounl

is neck,80b0ing,"Oh Papa he eriéfl.
Alex had a ook of Pewitlderment as Toey continuedto
Cling +2 him, He patted him gently Overcome with a
(loo§ ok tmohor\, Nora fuurned and ran uPsMu'rs +o the
bedroom and cloesed the door.

|
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S"\ﬂlng on-the bed \nthe dark,she could n't evencry. What
was She +o think? Had the husband she had loved and
Trusted Since they were childrento2ether decieved he?
For how long? When? where? She feld humiliated and
betrayed, Clandestimity with this tawdey trollop?
while their bucolic daily lives proceeded os (f mthfhg
was out of the ordmary. Her -Cec.l\'nﬁs ok d'csFa.'u; rage
fear Sadness and disgust chased one ancther, un endina.
After what seemed lixe hours, but actually less
on afew minukbes, & saft Knocx onthe hedroom door
pat a halk {6 thetormenting thouppts “Can Icome in?"
asxked Alex. “Sure, wh wot “she answered sarcasticol
"So— youre that Y Sungun’s dédd\( ?"‘Na, ut I wish I was “
"Then what’s he doin here " The conversation
Continued. ~His folxs wust have planned e Do yow
wanta hear my side of 4he story ornot?” "Go ahead
He sad down beside her on the bed. “THTs %Frrn&when
L was worvin inthe field down by the Crick, dettin
ready fo putin the Corn crop, T stopped 4o €ot dinner
under that Pig old coHonwoed. I heerd Somethin
hbehincl me on t'olher side of +he criek and Turned
‘o see what Ywas  This lﬁ'Hf.%““ was playin by himself
and hummin a l{tHe +une He (cowed up and Seenmg
andT waved o him.The nextThing Tknew he had crossed
heCrick over the low waler bridge ondtherehewa
standin In front of me, this sxinny, Smilin [itle ol
baore foot boy with uncombed hair ond adirty face I Qous
him half of my peanat butter and jelly Sandwich , and
he wolfed it down; Some with the milk from my thermos.
Every day while T was workin inthe field he would
Show up abeour the Same +ime. . Remember, T asred you
*0 put A litfle more in my lunch pail? Iimsure You thaugh
I was a Vh\'l’é h\-ll'\b"‘e" cause of worwin’ hard.

11



c didn:l'sa\/ a word for a long +' ime,
then one doy,out of the hlue, he Called
me Popa. I dont mind 4ellin’ you, T liked -
He +old me his name wos Joey. Poor liffle
Feller he was real timid like, and it toox a lot of
doin nat o run a-woy when he seen me. Mgy be
ust¥ Seein somelhlin +o eat made him Cross the Crick
T hod no idee who his felks was or whar he come
{rom. Figured they must be mouniain folks not tee
{er away. When +haf old fructk ecome down here
+other r\i&hl and4hat fellec acted so Funny T was
afeaved it had somethin 4o do with4he u/ounsum
and they waigata though+ Id Rurt him in some
WAy Oor T'other The\t mus+a hd onthis here jdee
Ha-ﬂef +he~l found out whar he war%ohﬁ evear dm,.

There was ne doubt (i Noras mingd that his
Story was Yrue. She was Serry for ever dowbting
this good Kind man. His honesty and compassion
were part of {he very Piber of which he was made,
“well, what re we Ronna do about H?"‘She asked
olowd. Ar\swenng hec own question, the s4ood wp and

sawd ¥ First leds go down 40 the KiTchen and have
iSame milk anad apple ple. \ou go fetch Toes. He must
bhe Scared down 1 here bv.| himsel$“ YOh I didnt |eave
him down there Alex said. “Hes st{ cutside in the
hall way. "

After the Kitchen tahlevneeting ,where many
weigh47 probltms had beeamet head onnand dispelled
over the years, Joey was put fo bed in the litlle
room wpsm-.m. After mm<’\n5 Sure he was asleep,
but beingunable +o Sleep themselves, they made

plans for +he Nneat day.




Firs+ +hind the next moernind Alex drove inde +own
o meet WiTh afamﬂ\/ friend an atforney to whom
he 40ld his dilemna  Returning home, hepicxed
up Nora and liftle Joey and headed acvosithe creex
and up the mountain  Beingd unfamiliar with the
tecrain 1hey Chose +o take ihe horse and wagon
Instcad of 1he old piexup The [(Hlechdd didal know
his lastname but he coulddireckthemdo his home,
Afreralew twists and turns, he exclaimed excitedly
‘\Therc ot 1S, theres Grand ma and Grand ‘,q’s hgw;e‘.“ A
tumble down dwell'mé appeared inthe distance.
Qquawx'mb pare rumped thicxens scatiered \n all directio
ant blue +ier hounds bayed attheir o.Ppraath.Acurfws
mule peered averthe ertuse for afence. As +he.\,
pulled up in front of 4hehouse, o torn sareen door
opened ana Q bent, +oTT¢.rT.oli man with his lower lip
pocxed with snuff and |eaning on a cane, s-&e?Pe& cudt
on4the M cc(eh, porch, Behind himin the door woy S+oad
2 gaunt, white haired woman with aclay pipe inthe Corne
of her mouth. Both were r&eagn'lud os Pa.sscznze.rs
of the previously entountered truck.

. Alex OPpraached e cote that hun by one
hinge., “We'ce t+he Arms*rongs, ond vue Lome abour Joey
hesaid with conviclien, The 0ld man motisned with
nis cane +g come (’orwo.f‘d. Alex evPlaJned oaa(n,
This +time louder as the old ynan ob\n‘ouslj had roub
hearin

Toey Pallowed, -ruvw\[ng to hiis 5(0'\4 methee with
Cutbstretched arms. Patting vhe little Doy on the hea,
She then pushed him O way.  From the wagon, Nora
sbserves all +his in Sadness and disbelief.,

13
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Me ancl Vora will be glad to taxe him if +hats s+ill what
y'all wand, put i+ has to bedone legal like M our name
Said Alex. “w/e'll have lowyer M®Millan drow wp4he
papers for his ma to sisn" From behind ihe door
where Shehad been listening, Toeys mother appeare
in'{'enh:onallY ignoring 1he boys ecgerness to €m hracd
her Nora Could Stond + no lonper She exteddnhe
wadon, WalKed quickly Fo-lhe porch, Ond,-{-ami\g-\’ho
boy hy the hand , gently led him away-

AlLex continuaed e€m Phd*‘i CQ\\\‘.“wcve ‘lpoxer\'\'o the
lo\m.{er and we'll meet you m town at +en Odcloex n his
office +omarrow mornind “Heres the addvess” he sail,
handinb her 4nhe attorneys card I¥ ow wand Hhis over
and done with, be there, K and brind proed hes yourn.
M%Millan Says if theres no hirth r_e&i("[e.dc' writin in
Q'ra.miL{ 3ib\e, or a witnessihatl swear will do.

And se it was, Toey become Joeqy Armstrong. He
missed his fdmilj for o whileg hut he had loved Llex
rom the first +ime he sShared his funch beneath e old
CO'ﬂ'éh\l"OOl‘Ohd he orew to love Nora more eachday.
Grodually +he earliest childhood memories fo.d ed oway
and he wos Content n hisnew heme with his own
roem, Solong empty, that had once belonged o another
locd nomed Alex Tunior who dled Yragica\\y at abour
the Same a2e he was now: He grew inte o handsome
yJoung man. Alex ond Nera made Sure he recieved the
educatrion that Circumstances had denied them both,
And he never chjoin hun%«.red for any l‘t‘u'ngb s

es\ne.(an», Love.

Btto.usewj'oe\! cvrossed the low-water br?é&e‘

14
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G Pa-i-ch on & hole inthe bhacw of the )
3 (S

Z il

S

"‘ M-\ ) S*Of’\[ Came o me M a dream
f," _ ! in the winter of 2018.
" 1+ was so detailed and so rare

i
v

, dau\§h+u‘ Tara aboutit. She
Su%&es%—ed that T write i+ down-,
Se here T 'l%)- to quote
Tames Maekintésh ((1e8-1832)
Hhe fFrivolous wark ofPolished idleness.”
embellished With remem ber ances of
My own childhesd . and the friends and
neithbors of alittle Tilinois villase \n
41he 1450'5) pepulationsse. 1 placed
the Characters and events in \/.'rg'nia.
(bccou.se I could) T wos one of these
Tucky ticket holders who proudly toex{l
e &qud~| landscape home +o my mo ther whe -
promptiy Qove it aplace 'm-th.e garaya.
Later T happend teo ohserve W servmsﬂ o

ne\&hbor‘s out house.— There really
was 6 +ree show” on Saturday’s Summer g
evenin g afarmer cut side ek town
brought his team .of horses +o plows
acdens every SPring. The (cedelivery

Man’s Nnickname was Fros%;f‘bh was goadiS HEN

. >
Im unaware of $his par-IlCulo.r S*or‘y

@ver pceurrin® , but mony Ofher felicitous
€ndines Came about by #he unselfish aces
of Kindness by those kKnown tome, not the
least of whom was my father, e

William Hester. e K:‘,' .
W -l ".4*’

i5



(Bd' wait, theres more) Extra 3 ynd M
4 small collection of peems wrillen over decades, and
\Cmall-] %athtfei o 1heir rts‘hns P(accs in various
drawérs and c.ubb7 holes .

THE RECLuUSE - insFa;tJ byhe M enory af my 4t
%radc +Lachqr' whese Sov;l\’ face was always melancholy
i expression. Her \lounahuband Nnérer vecovered afi¢r
ben %Q‘Ssed in World War-ll,' Miss Ann pve me a I trie
hoow entitled A/oaa/h;‘ur!i MJ/JM/ I 34/l haveit,

THE AUlTion— My friend, Helen and I attended
Guet \'ons evﬁr‘j weenmd' ranor Sl';ma for many \ears,
A+ one Par‘i-’acula.r— sale T Rappend +o notice a‘;;&ure.m
the windew, The ex re€ssion on her Pace ‘:u&&tnl' brought
A Sense of (\ga.\‘\'hl, untilH{hen wn netced b1 me. That (adys
S%orj did net end wilththis Seenarie. T was one of these
+oads.

Missbulu. The candy bar I had P“‘+ onthe boow
Shelf nex.«{- ) my Lirst %raée desx ProueJ 420 much ot a
temptation. TAhought ~just once Bite, shell never wnow,
in mid open mouTh, She turned fromthe black board, and
Qsxed “\{W hunan,,ﬁu.«.? "wc.u, Lome wp here ana' we il all
wak eh you "‘J"‘l YJour Candybar. L sat orihat 5
litile ved chai~ and Chowed on every bi+e,03 “
+he Kias ail Sm.ceerel = Lesson learned.

sm Cﬁq}me&j\o S_hcm hat RSAJ"‘ Cach \Itav
the Magnificent QauPa" o4 bla.e eyed Maryy ts 4eo
beau.’n"%( +o deseribe
A‘:gi-_'—" for every one who remembers 'Huc-rr Y 9eTi
6”’“"”8 up on a Faren — the 3ights, Smells % love.

\‘iiG—"!OHQE,‘Q r‘eC{u?em Uf50f+5 Pcr Owr dls‘:’:‘p(nn'n
<B4 : £

nerdage. . U by me except the last one —
X v 2sione-
W/ .
bY Te""‘f TOSG'J"‘ because L lixe o+ ){f" ,“" -~
—g—

uooolllllllllﬁ"m
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{ he th\\kﬁb

-n.wonder why she leexs so sad,
,4\5 'f she never ever had ___ A happ\ day.
I?e,rk\q?s - a\ ;“8&.;“6 heari cehe __ _A ges Past .
Shes almost always m her yarel.. When we e oy
11—r7 se hard +o <ateh her eye.
]_'ll pet +hat 1l could maxe heramile
¢ X could step and Yolk awhile - — But seems |ike
That will never be, Becausethe only fime T s2e
Mer from my wmdow onthe bus Whenon the weyte
‘,a\nd Prom Scheel _.\When olhers %+ aunt
With words g0 cruel
(mj father Says Yyremem ber a}/youf days —
Therce - but for e graee ef God, go I.
P \10\;?5@““ {n others’ place, and heed
Ih{ /(u/e. of G-LU_. Always."

:Koéau‘ I brauah’l‘ o hlae 5?\"'\6 Lrom Nothers
Gardo.n__ MNot e b'l&-' Just small Qnou.bh to &1
"Khrou?)\ the opan wmdow slit-.dnd as we

,'?assed, %oue W atess._ o where she stcod
On 54({35 of mess__ As U looxed back
Ter s_vﬁde, met mine — Mihen, every day 4| school

Wid end "We ‘bmi\e_éq“clwaved- Friend te Ferend
T 4hm. Hat T shall long yemember

l"\t deS be_%'mn'm& tha gefﬁember,
Lot s jear cild a0 len age:

Aﬁd\ One whose name A 414 noet Know.
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THE AUCTION
Tht\/ ‘\elJ Aum+ Mar~"5 s«zle. 40 c{a.xl

Belah'ves gaH\ereo\ feom miles away
Nieces and nephews , Kith and Kin
Al awaiting 1he fun +o begin.

The wagons were heav\t with china &

@&nd plass
AV\J, ‘OU;Y\Z’)L{ Pashioned when but & young

lass ‘ad
Em b"ofd“) and linens Seme P(a(n and some 5,

_rgrand. ) »
he qullts and somdalers bx, Marys own hand. ¢

»Wha:\— amT bid ?"the auctioneer ecied
For 4hie Tifan la.mP;t'he old lady’ Prc'dc,'
A gas mosk @and heimetrfrom\World War X,

2 N

Wka+’|\ \iou 'bfve -?o:--\h% old seldiers 8;1\-

3

D

G-
L\ li:—e +ime of memor\es ":‘Jread owtr onthe g 3‘1
lawn. S
Sold asthe Quetioncer droned on andon

Thefour poster be&q'\l‘l'ha marble fop chest
Wedd"v\ Pre sents O‘F ald' now aov\e will
the res&.

a*
l):’ o

Bedhe Growd unaware in its zeal 4o possess, "
hrou gh the llving reem window new Curtamless :
Sat a shaw! covered fa&ure wih trest fallen

As Ormlcads of ¥reasures Yrom MFF\er‘ .

deys —— o L

-

b=
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Gureleors ~condA
were carried away by ohliviows ‘oads
Unaware4hat a similar fate down the road
awadited +hem all\, as da.\{s Sped mte years

When their lives as well held no more tears.

With a chil\ i the air at 4he end of the day
And +he last prectous item was carried away.
A few empfq boxes remained onthe floor

of Jhe ho use darx and silent, Padlock onthe door,

Dewn the long drive (ned with towerin +rees,
All plant ed by Mary long age, on her Wn ees |
A $h§nj blaecx car Uts way slowly wendin

With lo%o pro<laim mg‘Lchs H“PF‘I End'\n?}-

e —— P ——

( &Laﬂ%m a c/zwae.oiam cllinale “‘;'7'
5&1«7&7

ZAle one .Zna.dud.,nyi?‘da m‘ﬁ.«tw‘mdd}_)
R e N e
Asthe \immousine round <¢d the bend of +he lane
’ Ma.rj.dis tarded her sShawl and her cane.
"\"he drwer, a sweerheart of lon ages pas‘\'
Out the Wu"\éow. his Chauffers QAP [iKewise he cast

« v They found one anciher ina twist of fate
N Which provesdo ws all, (45 never too late.
He Yurned out +o bethe auctioneer's Leiend
( W owddnt O'/Jenzy AL perove oib‘av end? )
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l//m Lk Owens

jhereé thebell, scheol do.\fls dene
We leave Ahe classroem one by one
Order\j m single Lile
Seems Yo maxe our teacher smile
Cur Firstdau we learned-his rul e
Miss Lulu's werd was law at seheel,
To Yaxe one s*ep out s1de the deor
This rife must be observed pedore.
We all (n raP": odtention stood
While oty Rids passed by ((Cause They could.)
5\.\:‘%‘““3 Hirow hx‘hu dowble doer
+o %ree{’ what Vature had (n store
Mean while — _ -

Miss Ll with her auburn hair
Attends First %radcrs " her Care

Down -lhe line Lrom lefd 4o r‘c&l‘d’
: Rutlons every coat up +:'8h+
¢ In case galoshes huckles m76h+
: No¥ be secure, Checks all, in Spite

Of all 4hat bending over, No Suer'se to all

who Know her g Wiping every needful

? Nose, Reassessing ~=y . ‘fbj, elethes
3 Flha\lj were allow = Y4 4o Qe
: o 'QdC,Q. “1he — ___~ dau.r\+a;')5
) drifts of

SNow,

Alma AL Grade
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74n¢{ That was 1941

Miss Lulw, thanks fer allyouve done
for s when we were very small
Miss Katheyn, Ann, and Tacxsen, teo
Those dedicaled teochers whe
Prepared for us the paths that led
Inte 1he world that lay ahead
Each with a hox of shining +ools
A C,ample.('e set of [ifetime rules
ITn memor jeu r‘ema;n a.mm'\s
“Thal %(‘54' of herces gone Un sung
Who hc.\pe.l +o Shape theminds se young e

= whom"{- ma\l concern: Thanx \Ioupor
reading thisfar I¥ yodre hotamember of my

fam?l\, w ha feels an oblo'co,a-l‘t'on + o Ahumor e,
L confess to being res pensible for these Pe %es.

[this one had extra Space)

CM%VJQ%L%7\

Born October 9 -1934
Died - wo# yet - 5Pr|n5.20|9

2|
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¢ 3 SPr(n& Comes - Sl\ﬂh&hﬁf Road.

v

’,,. B‘LLQ e\/ed Mo'r':l hr'mgs a smile

- To +he woodland for o while
In Mid April, Just in +ime w
for the bluebells silent Chime d 4
: T;-illium doth his apen:le& cape. 3
oo 3nu3!~, on his shoulders drape
-" In purple helmet stpnds evect
His Very PRreaence bvl\ﬂgs respeet.
Dutch men’s Breeches Sweei and shy
Hangs her laundr* cut to dry
Gcn*h&Wavmsb'“'the breeze

aleons aih At reesS_
Shafts of sun lighi theu the boughs.

\.vm-mmg as the +ime allows
Bringing ligh+ 4o Sylvan stoge
‘Cﬂ\d script gs read from Matures Rigep
’ Fern unfurls hisfoney Cronds +o Peepers
Peepmg in the Ponds—MournmaCloaK
. @wares ot dawn-ond S preads her cum&‘-"
(_?a butterflies u,own'?) Little Brown ?Ms pe

out from tinder =Ginpere (2aves 4o vneuu

with wonder — Jack, wthin his pulp-'l Hféﬁ
Cb8¢rvun&wg(h Qa RQF’\' Sf&h -'l‘he'*apes\‘rg

g before im Spreod

AH\A I cith CarePb\‘ Loot steps tread

R’ Hoving reached four Score
and +hree . I'm still in awe €och

Time T3ee M Sprm},

(xods handiwoerk,
And ho,:)cm‘hai» it 2hall evey he
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L

- ‘F or q Lad wo(lﬂng &awn ﬂ.\e_ ’&ne ’.{ ':fgu

To find a.ga-m when hes amo.n'-j’)

“The Spsders web g+ ras\; Jae.m "
Dew pearls that drop as day Q-w
Deep warm dust belween
And Sun's hot kiss wpon +he nose
Darg winters fente row s(houe‘f're ‘;

A8°‘""’t the +Gf\8erme sunset+ - /\{‘ "y
/ )

TheJo1 of wawxind up to Know /
Asilent untouchel woarld of Snow 1
The Sunlo%M- on the mdcgos wmg

The Sounds and smells of early spr Y’%’
5\6 When Crocus s\o.epmgm‘{'hc sod f'i',"
P g .

enewS his covenmont with Ged. ’
.‘ ]l . o
s , f
\)J\e. have Yhe universal ke\‘ »
Yo Know 4ne w hy of you 6ndme

T4s J“s{- -bolhcar.("or us to See. \ Y

N

23



AL AR LR AL EE R E R EE R R EEEEEEEEEREEEFEEEERRRXYY

VIGILANCE

There s QLQLL.IGT beou.-\'7 in old barns,
Leomin&, So.gging, s\ h'mg from winds
6f countless win+ers and years of summer storm
Silent Proime sentinels wateh alone
1n faded cloaxs of red or velvet gray
With tatlered tricorns Clapping in rusty disarray:
The sounds of batile lonp since gtilles
And +roops a I\ dead or 2one.
A haven s+ill for Swallows and heir Noung, .
And Oul, & pompous prelate on his pent house bea
The barn— 15 heorl worn Sotin Smooth
le hoof and hide andhand —— remains
An audience for Larksonb

\f e+ \AV\SM\bO-

O\0 Degle Ba.r

>4






